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Parnell was incidentally so anxious for the
" Central Board " that, could he have got it, he
would not have opposed a moderate Crimes Act.
The bright young people of the Conservative
Party, led by Lord Randolph Churchill, however,
saw a fine opportunity, and announced that they
had no intention whatever of supporting a
further Crimes Bill, and led Parnell to believe
that they would give him almost anything. The
defeat of the Government on the Budget was the
first result of the alliance between the Conser-
vative opposition and the Irish Nationalists.
Lord Salisbury, therefore, came into office
pledged to an " Irish " policy. The relations of
the Salisbury Government with Parnell can be
read with very conflicting accounts in a dozen
biographies1: and fortunately the biographer of
Gladstone is excused from discussing them. As,
however, his behaviour over Home Rule has been
so severely blamed, it is well to bear in mind that
" The Caretakers' Administration" eiyoyed until
the election the support of Parnell, and that the
Conservatives received the Irish vote at the
General Election of 1885.
At the moment of the General Election the
situation was as follows. The Liberal administra-
tion had split upon a Central Board. The
Conservative minority Cabinet had unofficially
" gone one better," thereby completely changing
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